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New TNKSD Staff!

Adam Thomas...

is a proud member of the Tachek Whut'en clan from the Saik'uz First
Nation. He is honored to be a part of the Stellat'en First Nation Team.
Adam is in his third year of studying Environmental Planning at the
University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC), a journey driven by his
passion for understanding and preserving our natural world. Adam has
also served as an Initial Attack Firefighter with the BC Wildfire Service.
This experience not only shaped his resilience and teamwork skills, but

also sparked an interest in environmental conservation.

Adam collaborates with Nechako Nations, government, and industry on
environmental stewardship initiatives to uphold Indigenous rights and
protect the land. Every day brings a new journey and experience, and he
strives to learn from each one with a unique blend of practical experience
and academic knowledge. As Adam continues studies at UNBC, he
remains committed to making a positive impact on the environment and
the community. Adam’s dedication to learning and creating positive
change in his community and the environment make him an invaluable

asset to the Toonasa Ne Keyah Stewardship Department.

Thank you for joining the Stellat'en Team Adam!



Letter From The
Toonasa Ne

Keyah Manager

Hadi Stella’ enne,

The pressure on our traditional territories does not let up, it only
increases. WestFraser has announced that they will be closing the
Fraser Lake Sawmill. The future of forestry within our territory will need
to slow down for the next 30—40 years. The way we practice forestry
will change. The industrial logging model is transitioning to restorative
approach with some focus on storing carbon. We will be organizing
some site visits to a Community Forest Model near Stella this summer.
We received a grant from the College of New Caledonia for this work.
This forest will be “thinned” and in the next year or two we will plant
plants and shrubs for moose forage. These shrubs and plants may also
be medicinal or food/berries that we may want to harvest.

Endako Mines (Centerra) is working on an overflow spillway on tailings
pond two called the TP2 Spillway this summer. This spillway is designed
to act as an emergency overflow valve if there is a lot of rain that falls
and creates pressure on the old tailings pond. Centerra will also be
visiting the community and talking about what will happen to the mine
site as they take steps to close the mine. They will be looking for your
opinions and concerns.

Blackwater Mine (Artemis Gold) is building their transmission line right
of way (ROW) this summer. The mine has received the permitting that it
needs to begin operations. Source environmental is still working with
Stellat’en, Nadleh and Saik'uz (Nechako Nations) to ensure that the
mine is following the environmental guidelines that we have agreed
too.



Now that Artemis Gold has all of the permits in hand it is harder to get
them to work on things that we want them to. Right now, Source and
the Nechako Nations are trying to get Artemis to conduct a better
fisheries baseline in the surrounding streams and tributaries. This is
proving to be a challenge, but Source continues to pressure them to do

this important work.

BC Hydro and the proposed twinning of the transmission line. Firelight
is working with the Nechako Nation communities of Stella, Nadleh and
Saik'uz to do two studies that will help act as a baseline for these two
projects. One study is a Socio-Economic Study: this study will help to
see how our community is doing economically and socially before the
project. It will also looks forward to possible impacts from the project
like higher food prices or more housing pressure.

The Traditional Use Study is the second study. This study will look at
how we used the lands and waters near the proposed transmission line.
We hope to identify medicinal plants, berry patches and other cultural
significant areas. If these are identified we will look at ways of
avoiding impacting these plants, berry patches and other areas. BC
Hydro wants to get moving on this project. They will have people on the
ground investigating potential routes for the proposed ROW this

summer.



The Nechako Nations are still working with Rio Tinto Alcan on
monitoring work on the Nechako River. Talks are heading towards
building infrastructure that will help to create additional water for the
Nechako River. Two major projects that are being proposed are: The
Kenney Dam Water Release Facility (KDRF) and the Tahtsa Narrows
Dredge. More work is needed to understand a shared path forward
that will benefit the Nechako River, the Nechako Nations, and the large

transnational corporation, Rio Tinto Alcan.

Our Nithi Mountain Wind Project has entered the 2024 BC Hydro Call
for Power. Innergex Renewables is taking the lead in writing the
application and we are supporting them as we move towards a
September 16, 2024, submission date. The goal for us is to receive an
Electrical Purchase Agreement (EPA) from BC Hydro. It is this EPA that
makes the project a “bankable” project that funders would back with

loans.
We are hoping that this summer will be wet and not too dry.
Snachalia,

Douglas Casimel
Manager, Toonasa Ne Keyah Stewardship Department



Deane Carlson

Environmental Monitor,

Aboriginal Liaison

Deane’s collaboration efforts connected...

Stellat’en, Saik'uz and Nadleh Whut'en in conjunction with Rio Tinto Alcan,

to initiate several monitoring projects along the upper Nechako River with

a focus on juvenile chinook. The projects included preliminary fish habitat

and usage assessments, chinook redd winter temperature assessments,

and a collection of aerial imagery captured via drone at different flows.

We identified eight specific high potential areas for juvenille chinook

presence between the Nautley River confluence and Cheslatta Falls. The

works occurred around similar timeframes, locations and flows at each

high potential location.

Deane is actively involved in many projects
on the Nechako River:

Expanded Drone/Aerial Imagery
Collection.

Chinook Habitat Use /Stranding
Assessments.

Routine Water Quality Monitoring.
Historical Aerial Photo Analysis to
document vegetation and channel
changes.

Sediment Transport Assessments.
Exploration of Habitat Modification Trials
in off-channel, vegetated and isolated

areads.



The Sonar Project:

Deane has been working closely with Saik'uz and Nadleh Whut'en to
operate sonar fish counting sites to learn about salmon migration timing
and fish health as they move through our territories. This project has Two
Sonar Sites: On the Nautley River and on the Nechako River near
Vanderhoof. The sonar sites provide information that will continue to be
shared with leadership to assist in decision making processes around
salmon management in both the short-term and years to come. This
information is vital, as our salmon face many threats, including the

impacts associated with climate change.

Deane also routinely visits the Blackwater
Mine Projects alongside the environmental
specialists, Environmental Dynamics Inc.,
and neighboring nations to conduct IEM
inspections on site. Sometimes they are
joined by a Compliance and Enforcement
Officer. Monthly visits to the mine site for

inspections will continue.

Deane is doing an outstanding job to protect the health of our land
for future Stellat'enne generations!



Isaiah Reynolds

Environmental Monitor Supervisor,
Fisheries Coordinator

Isaiah continues post secondary education...

while gaining valuable knowledge and working very hard with the TNKSD
team to support the health and wellbeing of Stellat’en territory and fish
yields. In 2023, Isaiah reports that there was an approximate return of
108,000 fish for the Nadina River sockeye and approximate return of
215,000 Stellako River sockeye return for the spawning season. The
Endako River chinook had an unfortunate return number of below 30 fish
in total for the spawning season. This called for swift action to gather a
number of fish to spawn and help their survival by raising their eggs in an
endangered salmon stock fish hatchery operated by DFO (Department of
Fisheries and Oceans). Isaiah will continue to collect and update SFN

with spawning and hatching data of our fish.

Isaiah is actively involved in a
variety of collaborative projects:

¢ Nadina and Stellako River Stock
Assessment with CSTC and DFO.

¢ Stellako River Benthic Invertebrate
Study with UNBC.

¢ Endako River Chinook Enumeration
Program with DFO, CSTC and
UFFCA.

¢ Foreshore Canada Fraser Lake
Shore Surveys with Living Lakes

Canada.



We are currently experiencing the lowest Fraser River Sockeye forecast on
record. In 2020, there was an approximate 900,000 total for all the
Fraser River. So, what does this mean? We can expect low returns of
salmon overall throughout the Fraser River system for the 2024 season.
Also, another major concern for this year is the drought impacts on
salmon and their habitats. There is planning around emergency situations

we might face this year due to the low snow pact and drought conditions.

Isaiah and the TNKSD will continue to update the community throughout
the season if any major issues occur. Isaiah plans to continue working with
government and other fisheries organizations to create more
opportunities for our salmon to survive and thrive in our home waters. By
continuing to collaborate on the many projects that are being held in our
territory, we have the opportunity to leverage data to support Stellat’en

rights.

|saiah is an
excellent
advocate for the
health of our fish
and water
systems!



Toonasa Ne Keyah Staff
Contact Information:

Doug Casimel: Toonasa Ne Keyah Manager
Direct: 1-306-527-3649

Email: doug.casimelestellaten.ca

Deane Carlson: Environmental Monitor, Aboriginal Liaison
Phone: 250-699-8747 ext. #32

Email: nrsestellaten.ca

Adam Thomas: Toonasa Ne Keyah Assistant Manager
Phone: 250-699-8747 ext. #24

Email: adam.thomasestellaten.ca

Isaiah Reynolds: Environmental Monitor Supervisor,
Fisheries Coordinator
Phone: 250-699-8747 ext. #37

Email: isaiah.reynoldsestellaten.ca



250-699-8747
www.stellaten.ca



