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What is the Coastal Gas Link Project?

• Trans Canada Pipeline is planning to build a 
650 Km. natural gas pipeline from Dawson 
Creek to Kitimat. 

• At Kitimat the gas will be compressed into 
liquified natural gas (LNG) and then shipped 
to Asia.

• This project will cost $4 billion and will create 
2,000 – 2,500 jobs during construction, plus 
15-20 permanent jobs during its operations



The Route of the Pipeline



What are the main physical features 
of the pipeline?

• The pipeline right-of-way will be 40 – 45 metres 
wide, but at some locations it will be 100 metres 
wide. The right-of-way will occupy at least 675 
hectares in Stellat’en territory (not counting 
access roads, power lines, and other features).

• The diameter of the pipeline is 1.219 metres.

• It will be buried 1.5 metres deep in the ground.

• In some places it will cross under waterways.

• Along part of the route it will be beside existing 
roads, railways, power lines, etc.



What other physical features will be 
part of this project?

• Meter stations, including pipes, valves and electrical 
equipment – there will be one near Vanderhoof.

• Compressor stations (2 in Stellat’en territory), 
including compressor equipment, storage tanks and 
access roads

• Hydrocarbon dew point control facility near 
Vanderhoof, including heat exchangers, pumps, valves 
and piping 

• Mainline valves & remote monitoring devices
• Cathodic protection (anti-corrosion system)
• Communication links & power supply
• Construction camps (2 in Stellat’en territory 1,200 –

1,500 persons each) during the construction phase



Stellat’en Traditional Territory



The pipeline will cross Stellat’en
territory, as seen below.
Note: A more detailed map is needed, showing landscape features along the 
right-of-way, e.g. vegetation, land forms and waterways, as well as roads, 
bridges, power lines, railway, along with planned camps, compressor 
stations, and any other infrastructure associated  with the pipeline.



Here is a more detailed map of the 
pipeline route across Stellat’en Lands.



Here is what the Coastal GasLink map 
shows us about the pipeline route.



Here is a map of the pipeline route in the 
western part of Stellat’en territory.



Here is a map of the pipeline route in the 
eastern part of Stellat’en territory



Grandfathers’ Trails System



What Stellat’en traditional resources 
could be affected by this project?

• Archaeological sites
• Wildlife and fish habitat
• Food and medicine plants
• Trails
• Old burial sites
• Spiritual sites
• Hunting and fishing areas
• Trap lines & cabins
• Culturally modified trees (CMT’s)
• Rock paintings
• Rare or endangered species

Note: Any of the above could be disturbed, damaged or destroyed, depending 
on the pipeline route & measures taken by the company to protect the 
environment in constructing & operating the pipeline.



What are some risks associated with a 
project of this type?

• Removal of forest cover can affect animal habitat and 
drainage patterns.

• Creating a right-of-way and access roads can make it 
easier for predators and non-aboriginal hunters to access 
game animals.

• Crossing a waterway with a pipeline can disturb fish & 
waterfowl habitat.

• The right-of-way and access roads can lead to an increase 
in ATV and snowmobile traffic, disturbing plants & 
wildlife.

• A natural gas leak can be flammable &/or explosive.
• The spatial footprint of the pipeline and access roads 

removes land from the Stellat’en traditional land base.
• Gas pipelines can be expanded and/or converted to 

transport bitumen or oil in future.



How could Stellat’en benefit from this 
project?

• Revenue sharing by the provincial government, 
e.g. a % of revenues from taxes & royalties 
received by British Colombia

• Other compensation: cash, timber, land, etc.

• An impact benefits agreement with Trans 
Canada Pipelines: profit-sharing, contracting, 
jobs, scholarships, training, cash compensation, 
legacy projects, equity in the project, etc.

• An active role in monitoring the project and in 
maintaining the pipeline & right-of-way 



Why is a community profile of 
Stellat’en needed?

• Before building a pipeline, Trans Canada Pipelines needs to 
know about how its project may affect Stellat’en people and 
resources, and what their community is like.

• If the pipeline goes ahead, the company needs to know who 
in Stellat’en First Nation might be available for contracts or 
jobs.

• If the company agrees to hire Stellat’en workers, it will want 
to know what skills they have and what training they may 
need.

• If the company agrees to provide compensation for project 
impacts on Stellat’en lands, it will want to know more about 
the needs, concerns and priorities of the community.

• The company needs to know about any traditional resources 
of Stellat’en on the pipeline route that may need protection 
or special consideration during construction and operation 
of the pipeline.



What information will go into the 
Stellat’en community profile?

• Community Information: history, governance, location of reserves, on-
reserve & off-reserve population

• Traditional land uses: Where do people do hunting, trapping, gathering 
& fishing, and how could the pipeline affect these activities? How could 
the project affect trails, cabins, camping areas and the waterways used 
by Stellat’en people?

• Culture, quality of life & community health: the role of traditional food 
and on-the-land activities in Stellat’en culture & health, degree of 
reliance on traditional activities, possible impacts of pipeline on 
community health & quality of life

• Community services, utilities & infrastructure: project effects on existing 
community facilities (water, waste disposal, public buildings), housing & 
commercial accommodation, transportation & traffic, health & social 
services facilities, emergency services, and education & training services

• Economy: community labour force information, education & skills level & 
training needs, Stellat’en businesses that could be affected by the 
project

• Other land uses: forestry, non-traditional land uses (retail, tourism) land 
use planning



How will information for the Stellat’en
Community Profile be collected?

• Community meetings will be held to discuss the 
project and its potential impacts on Stellat’en
lands & resources

• Discussions will be organized with key interest 
groups in the community, e.g. youth, elders, 
parents with young families, political leaders, 
band staff, hereditary chiefs of potlatch system, 
people doing traditional land uses

• A mail-out survey questionnaire will be sent to 
all band members, both on and off reserve



How can the Stellat’en Community 
Profile information be used?

• Stellat’en First Nation can inform Trans Canada Pipeline of any potential 
risks or damage the project may cause to Stellat’en aboriginal title & 
rights or other community interests, and can discuss possible remedies, 
i.e. ways to reduce, manage or control negative project impacts or risks.

• Stellat’en First Nation can provide input to government permitting and 
environmental agencies that need to know about how the project could 
affect Stellat’en aboriginal interests and living conditions.

• Stellat’en First Nation can negotiate an impact benefits agreement with 
the company to ensure that the community gets long-term economic 
benefits from the pipeline (e.g. profit-sharing), and short-term 
contracting, employment & training opportunities, funding for 
community projects, etc.).

• Stellat’en First Nation can negotiate an accommodation agreement with 
the provincial government specifying how the government will 
compensate the community for adverse impacts or risks to its traditional 
lands and resources (e.g. through compensation payment(s), revenue 
sharing and joint project oversight, ongoing monitoring activities, etc.).

• Community profile information can identify those community members 
most likely to be affected by the project, in either a positive or negative 
way, so that plans can be made to maximize gains and minimize losses.


