
Stellat’en Hubuyunk’ut - History of Stellat’en First Nation

The community of Stellako is located 160 kilometers west of Prince George, B.C. Stellat’en 
(people of Stella) has existed since time immemorial. The fertile land between Fraser Lake 
and Vanderhoof is the basin of glacial Lake. Stellaquo is located at the confluence between 
two rivers: the Stellaquo and Endako. Stellaquo River is world renowned trout fishing location.

More than half of the 400-plus registered Stellat’en lives in Stellako, a Dakelh (Dene) 
community located at the western shore of Nadleh Bun (Fraser Lake). Their neighbours on 
the eastern shore are the Nadleh Whut’en. 
Other Stellat’en lives in other Carrier Sekani 
communities, and in towns and cities, such 
as Fraser Lake, Vanderhoof, Prince George, 
Vancouver, and Victoria. The Stellat’en is 
Dene (Athapaskan) whose people have 
lived in the Stellat’en territory for thousands 
of years. Archaeological evidence indicate 
that the Athapaskan have lived in the 
Central Interior for at least 10,000 years. 
(http://www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/about_us/
directors_case/qcc_vanderhoof_06.pdf)

The community’s sole economic venture 
is a small gas bar and convenience store 
that sells to local people and people travelling highway 16, a major route connecting 
Prince George to Prince Rupert and Alaska. Individual members of the community also own 
businesses, which includes businesses in landscaping, excavation, hauling, and logging. 

Stellat’en members still practice their culture in a meaningful way. This is structured on 
following the matrilineal structure; the Mother clan carries the system forward. There are 
four Clans that make up hereditary government of Stellaquo community. The Bear, Beaver, 
Frog and Caribou represent the Bahlat’s (potlatch) hall. Each Clan has a spokesperson that 
speaks on behalf of the clan.



In 1983 the government of Canada accepted the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council land claims 
submission for negotiations. The current treaty negotiations have ceased. 

Over the last 200 years fur trading posts, towns and 
municipalities have encroached and developed 
infrastructure within our territory. Our people welcomed 
the explorer’s, traders and missionaries into Carrier home 
land. They were helped through many harsh northern 
winters.

The devastation of the fur trade made things difficult as 
the resources were removed with each passing year.

The effects of European settlement include residential 
schools and colonization. Stellat’en were institutionalized 
and put onto small parcels of land. This caused a variety 
of social problems such as family violence, substance 
abuse and an uncertain economy.

To view a map detailing Stellat’en Traditional Shared Territory (Courtesy of Carrier Sekani 
Tribal Council) visit http://www.cstc.bc.ca/downloads/stellaten.pdf


